
Georgia Institute of Technology

Math 6121 – Algebra I – Fall 2015
TR 9:35–10:55 am

Skiles 257

Instructor: Josephine Yu
Office Hours: Mondays 1–3pm and by appointment
Contact Information: Skiles 250, jyu@math.gatech.edu
Webpage: http://people.math.gatech.edu/∼jyu67/teaching/2015Fall6121/
Textbook: Abstract Algebra by Dummit and Foote, 3rd edition.
A tentative schedule with a list of topics is posted on the course website.

Homework: Homework will be assigned regularly, roughly every two weeks. You should try
to solve as many problems as you can by yourself before consulting other sources. Resist the
temptation to search the internet! Some struggle is expected and is necessary to learn math.
However, if you don’t understand the problem or if the wording is unclear, then please do ask
for clarification. Piazza is a good place for that. You are welcome to discuss the problems
and solutions with your classmates and with me after you have put in a good attempt. You
must write up your own solutions.

• Attach a handwritten cover letter to each homework assignment that you turn in. See
each assignment for instructions.

• If you use other people’s ideas, including from an online source, state this on the cover
letter.

• Using LaTeX is highly encouraged. The LaTeX source files that I use (if any) will be
posted on the course web page.

• Homework is due at the beginning of the class on the due date.
• Late homework is not accepted without prior arrangement.

Quizzes: On every homeowork due date, there will be a quiz during the first 10 minute of
the class, on the material from the homework.

Exams: There will be two in-class exams and a final exam. The tentative dates are:

Exam 1 Sep 24
Exam 2 Nov 5
Final Dec 10 (8–10:50am)

Grading: Your final grade will consist of

homework 30%
quizzes 5%
in-class exams 20% each
final exam 25%

Academic Dishonesty: Please do not plagiarize. If the homework grader or I find that
you use other people’s work on the homework without giving proper credit, your final grade
will be lowered and you may be reported to the Office of Student Integrity.

Participation: I expect every student to come to class prepared and actively participate
in discussions. At the graduate level, I expect everybody to be able to read the textbook
independently and learn from it. We will spend the class time interacting with each other
and the math, instead of going over definitions or easy lemmas that you can learn by yourself.
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