
How to write a Teaching Statement, 
CV and Design a Web Page 



How to craft a teaching statement 

• We all care about our students. 

• We all want to present course material clearly, 
with good explanations and lots of examples. 

• We all hope to show our students the beauty 
of mathematics and how it relates to other 
subjects. 

• We all conscientiously prepare our class notes 
and motivate our lectures. 

So, what makes you special? 

 



Crafting a teaching statement 

• Have you tried a variety of teaching methods? 
• Have you taught in some unusual situations? 
• How have you responded to the challenges of 

having a diverse group of students in your class? 
• Has a personal experience influenced the way 

you teach others? 
• Have you used any interesting tools or resources 

in your teaching? 
• Have you had the opportunity to design (or 

improve) a course? 
 



Crafting a teaching statement 

Two types of teaching statements: 
 
1. Mainly a list of courses taught, and some innovations 

that you made in each class, or challenges you faced 
in a particular class.  This statement is about teaching. 

2. A statement about how you have grown as a teacher, 
researcher or professional through your teaching 
experiences.  This statement is about you. 

 
You should write the type of statement that best suits 
your personality and experiences. 



Dos and Don’ts 

• Don’t write about what motivated to like math when 
you were 7 years old. 

• Do write about what motivates you now, if you have a 
good example of some way you incorporated that into 
your teaching experiences. 

• Don’t write about your hobbies and why you like math. 

• Do write about how you have connected with your 
students through their hobbies (if appropriate). 

• Don’t write about things that all good teachers do. 

• Do write about what makes you different. 

 



Dos and Don’ts 

• Don’t write about an innovative teaching 
method as the only right way to teach. 

• Do write about innovative teaching and what 
you learned from it. 

• Don’t write in vague generalities. 

• Do add specific examples. 

Teaching is a lifelong process – you are not 
expected to have all the answers yet! 

 



Dos and Don’ts for Making Web Pages 

These days, when we want information about 
someone, we Google them.  Thus it is crucial to 
have an up-to-date, informative, easy to navigate 
web page. 

 

• It is a missed opportunity if someone wants to 
read one of your papers and can’t find it! 

• It can be damaging if someone looks you up as a 
potential job candidate and finds too much 
personal information. 



Dos and Don’ts for Making Web Pages 

• Do have a web page, even as a beginning 
graduate student. 

• Do make sure that your web page is easy to 
navigate.  Papers should be clearly referenced. 

• Do use pdf, not Word or ps for documents. 

• Do include a picture of yourself. 

• Do include an updated CV. 

• Divide your page into sections, with easy ways to 
navigate between teaching, research, etc. 



Dos and Don’ts for Making Web Pages 

• Don’t clutter your webpage! 

• Don’t include too much personal information. 
A few hints about what you like to do outside 
of work is plenty. 

• Don’t be overly silly or weird.  No pictures of 
cats. 



 







Dos and Don’ts for a CV 

• Do include awards and memberships in mathematical 
societies like the AMS.  

• Do include a section of papers/publications. You may 
include papers that are in preparation, especially early 
in your career.  

• Do check your grammar and punctuation. Try to have 
someone else look for spelling and grammar errors as 
well.  

• Do include your teaching experience as a TA and as an 
instructor of record.  

• Do include teaching awards and honors. (This should be 
the overlap between teaching statement and CV) 







Dos and Don’ts for a CV 

• Don't add too many personal interests.  

• Don't go into details about your teaching 
philosophies. Save this for the teaching 
statement.  

• Don't include every last detail in your CV. 
Consider having around a two page limit. 

• Don't leave off or bury important 
information.  





Dos and Don’ts for a CV 

• Do include select talks and/or conferences 
instead of a list of all of them.  

• Do address a long gap in your CV if one exists. 

• Do consider having two CVs. One for your 
website and job market, another longer one 
with all relevant info.   


